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Summer dawn at Hambrook Marshes

Wc'comc

| was exultant in the May newsletter because | naively
thought the drought had been broken by the welcome
rainfall mid-month. Little did | know that we were about
to be subjected to a series of heatwaves in June and July,
causing the above average rainfall in June to evaporate
almost as fast as it fell. A sneak preview of my July
weather records tells me that we’ve now endured 34
days without any rain at all. How anyone can deny that
our climate is changing is simply beyond me, and | can
only repeat my fears for the future of the marshes if we
are to continue having such challenging weather.

Raking up hay when creating
scallops alongside the river




What’s happcning on the Marshcs?

Andy’s tasks have included fencing repairs, path clearance
(right and below right) and cutting extensive riverside
scallops to help create a more diverse meadow structure,
while also eliminating any woody growth that might
otherwise lead to the sward slowly turning to scrub and
blocking the views of the Stour. The cut material was
raked up (photo on previous page) and then dumped
somewhere less important. Al s
Some fairly mindless
vandalism left a fencepost
covered in red paint (right).
The paint that | have
cunningly mixed up to
roughly match the colour of
weathered wood should do
a reasonable job of
covering it up.

Our education programme
is getting up a head of
steam, thanks to the efforts
of Lucy who, like Andy, is
employed by Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership.
During this period she organised two visits from Wincheap
primary school (I hope to have photos of some of their
artwork in the next newsletter) and a guided walk for
Canterbury College students, who were shown round by
Andy. Now that Lucy’s on the case, we are hoping that
Hambrook Marshes can be used on a regular basis by
students of all ages.

Wildlife chort

We are now well into that dead
time of year when birdsong fades
away, migratory birds no longer
enliven the scene and the birds
themselves melt into dense
undergrowth, making it harder to
write about the delights to be seen
around the reserve. Nevertheless,
there were a few points of
interest, such as the pair of coot
on Tonford Lake that were caring
for two chicks, not Nature’s
loveliest creation(right)!




Once again, great crested grebes appear to have failed to
breed on Tonford Lake, although one was seen there on
1%, and five tufted ducks there a week later may yet
surprise us with a brood of sooty ducklings. Reed
buntings (left) have been enigmatic, and | am not sure if
one on 1%t was from a breeding pair, although seven
greenfinches (below) the same day were probably a
family party. Family groups of starlings and house
sparrows are still frequenting Tonford Field, with 45 of
the former and seven of the latter present at the start of
the month.

Swifts in southern England seem to be
enjoying a bit of a resurgence after
years of steady decline, with flocks of
up to twenty seen screaming over
Canterbury rooftops, so a single one
over Hambrook on 10" — my only record for the whole summer - failed to highlight this recovery. In
the past, they have occasionally hunted in packs over the Marshes, or swooped low over the river to
catch oblivious insects or, without breaking the rhythm of their wingbeats, dipped their beaks into
the river for a sip of water.

Thanks to Dave Smith for permission to use his
photos of greenfinch, coot and reed bunting
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