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Introduction 
Hambrook Marshes is 50 acres of marshland and meadow beside the river Stour, immediately 
upstream from Canterbury.  It was acquired by the Love Hambrook Marshes Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation in 2014 and is managed for wildlife, with free access on foot across most of the site.   
The threat of a park and ride extension on the opposite side of the river has receded, but looming 
over the Marshes now is the possibility of the Tonford ford being opened up to traffic (see under 
Planning Threats on page 3).  Easing of covid restrictions took a little visitor pressure off Hambrook, 
as local people spent more time shopping, visiting friends or driving further afield. 
 
Weather 
The reporting period opened with the frostiest, sunniest and driest April on record.  This was 
followed by a fairly indifferent early summer, and though we had several hot spells, we escaped the 
prolonged heatwaves and droughts that had afflicted us the previous year – there were only four 
days when the temperature exceeded 30°C, compared to 12 in 2020. 
 
It was a generally mild winter, with no snow.  January to March 2022 were three dry months with 
only 60% of the expected rainfall.  In the past 40 years, six of the January to March periods have 
been drier than this, but in five of those years rainfall was only marginally lower than this year.   
 
Storm Eunice brought down a tangle of trees on the north embankment in February, but there was 
very little damage elsewhere. 
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Habitat management 

 You’re unlikely to have noticed the difference, but we engaged a new grazier for the 2021 
season, who brought 28 cattle onto the Marshes in stages between April and June. 

 As usual, our local willow weavers came over in January to cut down the one-year-old growth in 
the osier bed, removing all the wands for their basketry work in the following weeks. 

 Bringing in the willow weavers each winter helps to support a traditional craft activity but, 
because they are cutting back the willow every 
year, it never gets the chance to become a 
wildlife habitat.   So, as part of a programme to 
make available more habitat for wetland 
species such as reed buntings, a strip of older 
willow at the back of the osier bed was 
coppiced in March, with plenty of help from 
volunteers.   

 As a second prong to the wetland habitat 
creation, in March many hundreds of willow 
cuttings (right) were pushed into the ground to 
extend the osier bed, so that a larger area can 
be managed for wildlife. 

 
Estate management 

 Welcome to Hambrook Marshes signs and logos were painted 
onto the path at each entrance (right), but unfortunately were 
worn away by footfall remarkably quickly.  We are hoping to find 
a more durable solution. 

 Scrub growth had gradually turned the steps up to the 
embankment into a tunnel, so Kentish Stour Conservation 
Partnership (KSCP) volunteers cut back the bushes heavily during 
the winter, making the ascent to the viewpoint more welcoming. 

 New Sustrans signs were installed in May to encourage safe 
path-sharing for cyclists and walkers. 

 A whole series of graffiti tags were wire-brushed off the main 
path, and large graffiti on the A2 bridge were painted over 
(before and after views below). 

 

 To allay our grazier’s concerns, ragwort was pulled in the meadow to avoid any risk of the hay 
crop becoming contaminated with this noxious weed. 

 Routine repairs were carried out to stiles, fences and gates. 

 The willow maze was cut back to ground level, so that we can make a fresh start with weaving 
the new growth, and hopefully end up with lower, more solid walls that are easier to manage. 
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 KCC councillor, Mike Sole (right), provided us with 
£400 from his members’ grant for the installation of 
five benches. 

 
Visitors and promotion 

 A group of volunteers carried out visitor surveys on a 
Sunday and Wednesday in July.  The methodology 
was different to an earlier survey in 2015, but the 
results were remarkably similar, with 1451 visitors 
recorded over the two days.  Thirty e-scooter users 
were logged (none in 2015);  it seems likely that 
numbers will continue to grow, and may become 
problematical though, as experienced in Canterbury, 
there is little that can be done to curb the nuisance.  
One observation of interest was the huge increase in 
visitors between 5 and 7pm on the Wednesday;  this 
was attributed to people choosing early evening to 
venture out during a heatwave. 

 We were presented with a Green Flag community 
award in October (right). 

 A series of short willow weaving courses were held in August. 

 LHM joined Business Improvement District’s South East in Bloom entry, which was successful 
for the sixth time, so we shared in the Gold Award and received a certificate. 

 
 
Undesirable activity 

 Someone cut back a young willow on the riverbank, possibly a resident on the other side of the 
river wanting to improve their view of the Marshes.  A similar thing happened to a willow 
beside Tonford bridge the previous year. 

 There was a spate of magnetic fishing in the summer, mainly by the old embankment abutment.  
When the railway bridge was dismantled, large 
quantities of iron fell in the river, and people 
with a new generation of powerful magnets are 
entertaining themselves by hauling useless 
corroded lumps of iron out of the river, and 
leaving it beside the path for us to clear away. 

 The hay meadow was cut in October, but 
before the contractor had a chance to collect 
up the rows of cut grass, someone had set light 
to a large quantity.  An ugly black strip (right) 
was burnt into the ground, but grass quickly 
recolonised, and no long-term damage seems 
to have been caused. 

 
Planning threats 

 There were no developments concerning the proposed park and ride extension on land 
opposite Hambrook Marshes.  However, the latest news (28th April) is that the council is 
thinking of moving this park and ride to a different location once Highways England gives the 
go-ahead for an off-slip from the A2 that would cut through the existing footprint of the parking 
area.  That would presumably remove once and for all the threat still hanging over the 
Wincheap water meadow. 



4 
 

 An emerging threat is of the British Horse Society’s application for Tonford Lane to be 
registered as a Byway Open to All Traffic (BOAT).  This would mean altering the level crossing so 
that horse riders and motor vehicles can traverse the railway line, and rebuilding the ford next 
to the Tonford bridge.  We are objecting to this as the passage of vehicles across the river would 
damage the ecosystem, and we would have to take steps to prevent horseriders and vehicles 
from accessing the Great Stour Way, whilst still enabling walkers, cyclists and mobility buggies 
to have easy passage. 

 
Administration 

 We received a welcome £842 from the Co-op’s Local Community Fund. 

 Hambrook Marshes became one of twenty open areas to be covered by a Public Space 
Protection Order which, in theory, will make it easier for enforcement officers to fine people for 
such activities as having barbecues, riding e-scooters and spraying graffiti. 

 
Wildlife 

 Steve Allain, a PhD student at DICE, carried out some early spring amphibian surveys, finding 
common and marsh frogs, common and palmate newts, but no toads, which are apparently rare 
in the area. 

 After seeing an encouraging 154 
snake’s head fritillaries in the 2019 
planted area last year, numbers 
were down to just 65 this spring, 
perhaps partly due to parts of the 
meadow not being cut for hay last 
autumn. 

 An escaped helmeted guinea fowl 
has been seen from time to time, 
usually on the other side of the river. 

 Five southern marsh orchids (right) 
were found in June, along with a 
single nearby pyramidal orchid, 
which was apparently picked. 

 Pale flax was a new species for the 
Marshes. 

 Two new dragonflies were Norfolk hawker and four-spotted 
chaser.  A golden-ringed dragonfly was seen just 
downstream;  this appears to be a first record for east Kent, 
so will definitely be one to look out for at Hambrook in 2022. 

 A swan was killed flying into electricity cables strung across 
Tonford Field.  We contacted UK Power Networks in the 
hope that the cables could be made more conspicuous, but 
nothing has come of our request. 

 A pair of stonechats used to be fairly regular visitors between 
October and March until the winter of 2017-8.  This winter a 
solitary male was seen twice.  

 Little grebe and meadow pipit (right) are two declining 
wintering species at Hambrook;  peak counts were of just 
three grebes on the river, and two pipits.  Until a few years 
ago, 15-25 meadow pipits were occasionally present. 
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 A water rail was recorded three times, and may have 
overwintered.  These notoriously secretive birds are extremely 
difficult to monitor, and I am usually unaware of their 
presence if they don’t give themselves away with a pig-like 
squeal. 

 A late chiffchaff was present on 7th November.  

 Two new birds were nuthatch, recorded once on the 
embankment, and a ring-necked parakeet (right) that arrived 
in August and stayed until March.  It was beginning to look as 
though it was going to becoming a fixture on the Marshes but, 
as suddenly as it had arrived, so it departed.  Other unusual 
records were of two jack snipe and a pair of red kites. 

 
 

Thank you 
Our thanks go to the various contractors, local volunteers and KSCP, without whom most of this 
work could not have been achieved.   

 
 

Photo credits:  Dave Smith for the meadow pipit 
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